Introduction
In situ hybridization is generally accepted as a powerful tool for detection ofviruses in cells and tissue sections (1, 2 and infected cells were cultured for 4-5 days. The CaSKi cells and CMVinfected cells were used either as monolayers or as cytospin preparations after trypsinization, washing with PBS, and cytoccntrifugation. Fixatives used were identical to those used for cryostat sections.
Routinely buffered-formaldehyde-fixed and paraffin-embedded tissue samples were obtained from our files. After being cut at 3-4 sam, sections were attached to slides which had been treated with aminoalkylsilane (12) to prevent detachment. The sections were then dc-waxed in a xylene mixture and graded alcohols and brought to water.
DNA Probes. -6, -11, -16, and -18 Figure  1 ). However, the former of these methods was far less sensitive as compared with the Str-biot-pAP-NBT/BCIP method. Figure 7 showed a less intense DNA signal when compared with the combination used in Figure  5 . Figure  6 shows -7) , and DNA viruses in infected cells ( Figure  6 ) all react well.
HPV

Double-staining Experiments
It could also be proved that the staining obtained using these fixatives was due only to target DNA and that no RNA was involved. This is in agreement with the nuclear (or even nucleolar;
see Figure 2 ) localization and the absence ofcytoplasmic staining.
Whether any RNA is left after the use of these fixatives is not presently clear, and is one of the subjects of our current studies. As can be seen in Table 1 
